NEWS FROM THE POND

Chute Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District #1 2023

INFORMATIONAL NEWSLETTER
This newsletter is meant to inform and
update all our property owners on Chute
Pond of the purpose of our Lake District and
many of the functions that are in existence.
We feel this is a great way to inform our
many new property owners and refresh &
update all our existing lake property owners.

We also send out 2 newsletters each year,
one in the spring informing everyone of any
chemical treatments and harvesting plans.
The second one contains the proposed
budget for the upcoming year and agenda
for the annual meeting.

CHUTE LAKE P&R DISTRICT #1

We have been a Lake District since the early
1976, which means we are a government
organization and all members are taxed
based on their property value. Our purpose
is to manage the lake.

Our board is made up of 7 commissioners, 5
are elected by the property owners at our
annual meeting and 2 are appointed, 1
representing the town of Mountain and 1
representing Oconto County. The 5 elected
commissioners serve 3 year terms.

At our Annual Meeting, which is always the
3rd Saturday of August, commissioners are
elected on a rotating schedule and the
annual budget is established.

CHUTE POND COMMISSIONERS

Floyd Schmidt, Chairman
920 841 9506
chairman@chutepond.org

Gail Golden, Secretary
920 676 0754
qgailpuffin@aol.com

Jon Helmarth, Lake Maintenance
920 590 3208
harvestermanager@chutepond.org

Jamison Ashby, Website
262 720 6516
webmaster@chutepond.org

Tony Depies, Treasurer
920 493 0256
tdepiesretired@gmail.com

Brenda Carey-Mielke,
Town of Mountain
Judy Buhrandt, Oconto County

WEBSITE.....Chutepond.org

Please check out our website for the most
up to date info.

The DNR website also provides much
valuable info regarding lake maintenance.



WEED HARVESTING and
CHEMICAL TREATMENTS

Each year after consulting with the DNR and
our lake management group, Onterra, a
decision is made on if we will be chemically
treating parts of the lake and where we will
be using the weed harvesters to cut our
Eurasin Water Milfoil (EWM).

If the decision is made to chemically treat
the lake, it is usually done late May or early
June depending on the temperature of the
water. Property owners are notified if they
are in the general area of the treatments.

Our weed harvesting usually begins mid to
late June and continues thru September. We
have 2 harvesters that are out Monday-
Thursday and as needed on Friday. We
normally have between 6-8 harvester
operators. Their main objective is To
maintain Navigational Lanes so that all
property owners have access to the lake.
Harvesting is divided into 3 zones on the
lake. Each week a plan of where to harvest is
determined by the amount of weeds in each
zone. We are very fortunate to have very
reliable and responsible drivers. And we are
always looking for additional drivers.

GRANTS

Our Lake District has been very fortunate
to receive many grants for our lake
treatments, Healthy Lakes projects, and
Our Clean Boat Clean Water program. This
helps to lower our property taxes. The DNR
and Oconto County have been responsible
for giving us these grants.

HEALTHY LAKES

We have been applying for Healthy Lakes
grants for the past 7 years. This grant
includes 5 best practices that improve
habitat and water quality on your lakeshore
property. We have had a great response to
this program and hope to continue with more
projects. The 5 best practices include..

*300 sq feet of Native Plantings
along your shoreline

*Rain Garden is a landscaped shallow
depression with loose soil and native plants
designed to collect runoff.

*Fish Sticks are feeding, breeding,
and nesting ares for all sorts of critters.

*Rock Infiltration practices in nicely
along roof drip lines and driveways and
provide space for runoff to filter itself.

*Diversion moves water to areas
where it can soak into the ground.

The DNR Grant money will pay 75% of the
cost of your project up to $1000. The
County has also provided additional funding.

Contact Floyd Schmidt or Gail Golden if you
are interested in participating,

For further info check out the website...
healthylakeswi.com




CLEAN BOAT CLEAN WATER

The CBCW program is designed to remind
boaters who use Chute Pond to make sure
they do not transport invasive plants or
animals from other lakes to ours and vice
versa. We ask for volunteers to monitor the
boat ramps and educate boaters on cleaning
their boats and trailers so as not to
transport the invasive species. The invasive
weed grows quickly and obstructs navigation
and the growth of native plants, We are
always looking for volunteers to help with
this program. Volunteers can be paid for
their time through a DNR grant we have. All
accumulated hours go toward helping us
obtain additional grant money that will
foster clean water for years to come.
Training is available to anyone wishing to
help out. Please contact Jon Helmrath for
further details.

MEMBERSHIPS

Our district is a member of two
organizations..Wisconsin Lakes, a statewide
non-profit organization working exclusively
to protect and enhance the quality of
Wisconsin's 15,000 lakes. Wisconsin Lakes
seeks to protect the natural wonder of our
lakes, and preserve our collective rights to
boat, fish, hunt, ice skate, swim, and enjoy
the scenic beauty of our shared public
waters. INFO@WISCONSINLAKES.ORG

Oconto County Lakes and Waterways
Association, seeks to promote the
conservation and preservation of all lakes,
rivers, streams, and flowages in Oconto
County including the watershed around them,
for today's and future generations. Their

role is to be a leading advocate for the
health of all surface waters in Oconto Co by
promoting programs and actions that
represent the current best practices for
addressing water quality issues and fo
develop financial support methods for the
application of those practices.
OCLAWA.NET

2022 EWM MANAGEMENT &
MONITORING REPORT

In 2022 Chute Pond had three ProcellaCOR
spot herbicide treatments done. After the
monitoring was done this fall, Onterra
reports that they saw good EWM reductions
in the YMCA Bay and the Doze Bay sites and
through much of the surrounding basin,
whereas the Main Channel treatment outside
of Bonita Bay fell short of meeting control
expectations. For the full detailed report
please go to our Chute Pond website.

RESPECTING YOUR NEIGHBORS

Please remember to respect one another on
Chute Pond by...

Obeying the 6pm-10am
NO WAKE RULE on the entire lake

Realizing that we're all "Up North"
for a variety of reasons..some like

to enjoy the sights and sounds of
nature, some of us like to fish, others
enjoy boating, kayaking, and jet skiing,
and some just enjoy being on Chute
Pond!



LOON NESTING SITES

We are very fortunate to have volunteers on
the lake that have built loon nesting
platforms for Chute Pond, We ask that you
stay 200 feet away from these platforms
that are clearly marked with many signs.
They usually nest in early May. Last year we
had 2 baby loons on the Pond!

Please respect our wildlife and keep your
distance from the loons on the water as well
as the swans, ducks, and geese.

SNOWBIRDS

Please keep us updated with your addresses
and fimes you reside at each address so we
can get your newsletter delivered in a fimely

manner. Please share your info with Gail
Golden.

FALL/WINTER WATER LEVEL

Some time during the later part of October
the County lowers the water level
approximately a foot. The purpose of this is
to protect the shoreline during the
winter/spring ice thaw.

LAKE MONITORING

We have volunteers on the lake that do lake
monitoring for various purposes. Some do it
to keep us updated on the clarity and overall
health of the lake. Others monitor certain
areas after our chemical treatments to help
us determine how long the chemicals stay in
an area. Please consider volunteering to help
out with these projects.

SANDBAR

Our sandbar is a very favorite spot for many
people on the Pond. When using our sandbar
please be respectful of all the landowners
that are near this popular spot. Please clean
up after yourselves and remember to stay in
the water and not go on other people's
property.

VOLUNTEERING

If you are interested in helping out in any
way to keep Chute Pond the place we all want
it to be, please consider voulunteering...

The time you donate could mean less
taxes plus A HEALTHIER LAKE!!

NO WAKE MAP

We have included a map indicating all the
areas on the lake that are NO WAKE areas
all the time. Please feel to share the map
and make copies of it.

OWNERS OF RENTAL PROPERTY... we
hope you will share this information with
all you renters.

WE HOPE THAT THIS NEWSLETTER
HAS PROVIDED YOU WITH ALL WITH
NEW INFORMATION REGARDING OUR
AWESOME CHUTE POND. PLEASE FEEL
FREE TO ASK QUESTIONS AND
PROVIDE SUGGESTIONS.
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12360 West Shore Drive
Mountain, WI 54149



