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COMMISSIONER POSITION

We are still looking for someone to fill our
fifth commissioner position. If you are
interested in filling this position please
contact one of the commissioners.

COMMISSIONER ELECTION

At our annual meeting on August 17+h we
have two Commissioner positions up for
election. David Spaude’s and Gail Golden"s
positions are up for election. If you are
interested in being on the ballot please
contact Gail Golden by July 22nd.

LAKE CONCERNS

Many of you have concerns regarding people
who are not following the rules of boating on
Chute Pond. Since the law enforcement
cannot be on our lake at all times, we are
asking all of you to help out. If you observe
anyone not following the rules of the water,
these are things we ask you to do...if
possible get a picture, otherwise a
description of the boat(color, make, etc),
description on the boaters, and of course
what the offense is. Call this number as soon
as possible to report your concern..920 834
6900. It's important that you do this in a
timely manner, so the situation can be taken
care of.

OCONTO COUNTY LAKES AND
WATERWAYS ASSOCIATION

OCLAWA is an association for organizations
who share a common inferest in protecting
the health of the surface water throughout
Oconto County. They work very closely with
the Oconto Co Land and Water Conservation
Committee.,

Each year they hold a raffle to help support
projects that support healthy waters. Please
consider purchasing some raffle tickets. The
price is $10 each or 3 for $20. Prizes are
$1000, $300, $200, $100, and $50. Tickets
are available at the Everbreeze, South
Shore Pub and &rill or contact Floyd
Schmidt or Gail Golden Thanks in advance!.



DNR FISH SURVEY

The Wisconsin DNR, Peshtigo Fisheries,
completed two rounds of fyke netting
surveys on Chute Pond this spring. Eight nets
were set on March 18 and run until March
23, targeting northern pike at “ice-out”. The
week of netting was challenging, with air
temperatures dropping in the single digits on
several mornings and ice re-forming after
the nets were in place. The weather was q
reminder that this was not necessarily an
“early spring” but rather a "mild winter".

Nets were set again on April 16 until May 1,
targeting muskellunge. In this second round
of netting during April, the DNR captured 7
musky, plus two in the March survey, for a
total of 9 for the entire spring (6 male, 2
female, 1 unknown sex). Muskies ranged from
30.7 to 46.4 inches.

Later in May, the DNR will be conducting a
nighttime electrofishing survey targeting

largemouth bass and panfish to round out
the comprehensive survey.

All fish were counted and lengths were
taken on some species. Aging structures
from a sub-sample of fish were collected
(spines. fin rays, otoliths, or scales,
depending on the species and size of fish).
During the fall and winter, those structures
will be analyzed. The age of fish can inform
growth rates, predation, and food
competition To better understand the
fishery. In the winter of 2025, Tammie
Paoli, fisheries biologist for Southern
Oconto County and Green Bay waters, will be
writing a report to summarize the 2024
survey data. That report will be shared upon
completion and final approval,

Below are some preliminary catch numbers
to date. Final numbers will be available in the
report, and after data entry is complete
hext fall/winter,

s Muskeliunge-9

e Northern Pike-241

(plus 10 recaptured pike)
o Largemouth Bass-77
(plus 4 recaptured bass)

* Walleye-5

e Brook Trout-9

o Bluegill-4165

e Black Crappie-2784

e Pumpkinseed Sunfish-868

o Bluegill x Pumpkinseed hybrid-62

e Rock Bass-117

e Yellow Perch-330

= Yellow Bullhead-152

e Brown Bullhead-18

e Common Shiner-10

¢ Golden Shiner-30

e Creek Chub-13

e  White Sucker-64

e Common Carp-1 _

e Crayfish (mostly Rusty Crayfish)-215

¢ Painted tuttle-340

¢ Snapping Turtle-4

DNR staff who assisted in the survey to
date include Tammie Paoli, Ronald Rhode,
Kassaundra Kiehnau, Cory Wienandt, Adam
Nickel, and Jason Kohls.

Tammie has been emailing occasional updates
on the survey. If you would like to be added
to the Chute Pond email distribution list for
future correspondence, email

tammie. pacli@wisconsin.gov

Tammie Paoli



CHAIRPERSON NEWS

This winter has been very different from
past winters. The poor ice conditions and
lack of snow have given all the plants a
chance to grow all winter long. This will be a
challenging year on the lake.

Brent Duchemin will be planning the areas to
be cut. He can be contacted at
harvestmaster@chutepond.org. We will be
harvesting all areas this year because there
will not be any chemical treatments on the
lake. Harvesting will be done as much as
possible to keep the lake navigable.

As far as Doze Bay and Y Camp Bay, Onterra
felt the areas were not large enough to do
any type of treatment. We will be taking a
year of f from doing any treatment on the
lake. Everything will be re-evaluated next
winter.

CBCW - this program is still active with the
DNR and we have received a grant to cover
75% of our cost if we get 200 hours of boat
landing inspections. Anyone can do this! We
are paying $12/hour to anyone helping us
out. If you know of any high school or
college students who are interested in
earning a little extra cash! If interested,
please contact Floyd Schmidt at 920 841
9506 text or voicemail and at
schmidtf@sbcglobal.net.

Last year year we added a rock buoy to the
east of the mainrock buoy in Bonita bay. It
is best when you are boating in Bonita Bay
that you stay to the west of both rock buoys
when entering and leaving the Bay.

The Lake District Board is starting to look
at short and long term goals/plans. The main
areas we are focusing on are..the types of
equipment that we may need to continue to
keep the lake navigable, our storage of
equipment, and if there would be a need for
land.

CONVENTION NOTES- Wisconsin Lakes
and Rivers Convention was held in Stevens
Point celebrating 50 years of Chapter 33:
Public Inland Waters. Celebrating
Wisconsin's unique lake law of 50 years
partnering with for our waters.

One presentation was on the watersheds.
There are 330 watersheds in the WT along
with 32 basins. Chute Pond is one of 16
watersheds that are part of the upper
Green Bay basin. To find out more info go to
HTTPS://dnr.wisconsin.gov. There type in
watersheds in the search page.

Wisconsin has the Public Trust Doctrine
which means all the waters in WI belong to
the public. This may sound simple and direct,
but it gets complicated when the social
aspect is involved.

Wake enhancement boats were also
discussed. The state is not making any rules
or laws currently, but they are investigating
the issue. It is up To the cities, villages, and
towns to set regulations on their use. Some
of the recommendations are that the lake
must be at least 20 feet deep and the
distance from other boats or shore is
anywhere from 300 o 500 feet. The town
of Mountain is in the process of adding wake
enchancement boats to their ordinance.

(continued on page 5)



LOONS ON CHUTE POND

We had one egg and one chick that fledged
to an adult last year. It is normal for them
to have one to two eggs per year.

Last year's loons.

Our pair is back this year and has been on
the nest since May 7™. It is usually 30 days
before the eqgs hatch and take to the water
never returning to the nest. During this 30
day time period the nest must be left
undisturbed. Thank you to Ted Lamb, John
Athey, and Karl Kagelman for placement of
the nest.

PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL OF ALL
OUR AWESOME WILDLIFE ON
THE POND..ENJOY ALL THEIR
BEAUTY and PLEASE KEEP A
600D DISTANCE AWAY FROM
THEM.

OUR CHUTE POND SWANS

Sorry to announce in November 2023 one of

‘the signets died from lead poisoning. The

signet was struggling to keep up with the
others. The signet died that day. The Raptor
Center in Antigo was contacted. They
performed x-rays showing lead in the
stomach.

Poisoned signet’'s x-ray

Lead poisoning is a very painful death with
all the organs shutting down. Please consider
using steel sinkers versus lead. Steel is
nontoxic. Also, when shooting muskrats be
aware that they can be eaten by Eagles. So
please consider using steel shot not lead and
try to recover the carcass. A signet is s 1-2
year old swan.

For any questions, contact John Helmarth at
920 590 3208



2024 CHUTE POND BOAT PARADE

(Convention Notes continued)

This year's Boat Parade will be on Saturday,
ner s July 6™, starting at 6:30 (line up at 6pm).
legislation, new proposals to chapter 33, Everyone is welcome to be in the parade.

organizational capacity building, social Fun, respectable themes are encouraged.
communication, and many other topics were Prizes will be awarded for 15" 2™ and 37

covered in the presentations. To find out
more, go to the UWSP website and do a
search for WI Lakes and Rivers Conventions.
They have archives of past conventions and
are working on completing the 2024
convention.

Other subjects on phosphorus, state

place participants. Everyone is asked to
abide by all rules of water safety..NO
WAKE and respect all other watercraft.
Judges are also needed for this fun event.

For further information and sign up please
contact Michelle Jaki 920 428 2668. or the
WISCONSIN LAKES CONVENTION Chute Pond Face Book site.

T was a first time Wisconsin Waterways

Convention attendee this year. I attended all DON'T FORGET TO MARK YOUR
three days, interacted with fellow attendees CALENDER FOR THE 2024 CHUTE
and convention staff and learned a lot. The LAKE DISTRICT ANNUAL
educational breakout sessions were MEETING ON SATURDAY,

informative, interactive, and information
' ' h
packed. I was amazed with the knowledge AUBUST 17% AT 9 AM AT THE

and dedication of the WI and DNR staff as MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY CENTER

well as those in attendance. T began to
understand the urgency to protect our
waterways from pollution and invasive
species, I would strongly recommend this
conference to others in the future.

Brenda Carey-Mielke

WEBSITE ... Chutepond.org

We are currently working on updating our
website, please give us a little time and then ==& =
we hope to have it updated and more useful Swan gathering on Chute Pond
for everyone. in November.



11'"2360 West Shore Drive
Mountain, WI 54149

DNR staff conducting the Chute Pond Fish Survey. Thank you

for braving the cold, snow, and ice.



